THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

“Should Christians Observe Them?”’

1
Thou sghalt habe no other gods
before me.

I

Thou shalt not make unto thee
anp graven image or anp likeness
of anp thing that s in heaben abobe
or that ig in the earth beneath, or
that ig in the water under the earth:
thou shalt not botw dotwn thpsell to
them nor secbe them: for 3 the Lord
thy @od am a jealous Sob, bisit-
ing the iniquitp of the fathers upon
the children unto the thitd and
fourth generation of them that hate
me: and showing mercp unto thous-
ands of them that lobe me and keep

my commandments.
it}

. @hou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy Sod in bain: for the
Zord will not hold him guiltless
that taketh bis na:ne in bain.

b

Remember the sabbath dap to
heep it holp. Hix daps ghalt thou la-
pour and bo all thy work: but the
genenth dap is the sabbath of the
Zord thy Sob: in it thou ghalt not
do anp twork, thou, not thp gon, not

thy daughter, fhy man-gerbant, nor
thy maid-gerbant, nov thy catttle,
not thy stranger that ig within thy
gates: for in six dapsthe Lordmabde
beaben and earth, the gea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seb-
enth dap: twherefore the Lord bles-
ged the sabbath day and hallowed it.

v
Bonor thy father and thy mother;
that thy daps map be long upon the
igt:: which the Lord thy Sobd gibeth

Y1

Thou shalt not &ill.
vn

Thou shalt not commit adulterp.
Vil

Thou shalt not steal.

IX
Thou shalt not bear falge i
ness against thy neighbour. iy

X
Thou shalt not cobet i
) thy neigh-
::uut ] buusz.'tbuu shalt not :ng’gt
ﬂlJphmru;btwur 8 wife, nor hig man.
blF; an_t, nor his maid-gerbant, nor
. 0X, nor his ags, nor anp thing
bat is thy neighbour's,

by Ray L. Straub

This is the first in a
series of articles on the
Ten Commandments. Bas-
ically, they are a tran-
script of the messages
Elder Straub has been
delivering over the Faith
For Our Time radio pro-
gram. While each mes-
sage is a sermon in it-
self, we believe our read-
ers will not want to miss
any of the series.

If ye loue me, keep my commandiments
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I join millions of fellow-Ameri-
cans in expressing concern over
the sagging moral climate. Gala-
tians 6:7 warns, “Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatso-
ever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.” Some try to sow devil-
ish seeds and reap happiness. It
doesn’t work, It never has, It nev-
er will. Man’s ignorance and greed
prod him to look for a miracle. He
ends up becoming unstrung.

Intense disappointment over mor-
al corruption is an oft repeated ex-
perience. Those found guilty of
sin against God and society are
compared to practitioners of the
past who held the same rank. We
like to think that as an enlightened
people we have progressed beyond
being so base. The fact is that
transgressors are still at it, from
corruption in high places in the
world’s capitals, to drug involve-
ment in our grade schools.

II Corinthians 4:4 speaks of a
god of this world who has blinded
the minds of unbelievers. Ephe-
sians 2:2 refers to a prince of the
power of the air whose spirit works
in the disobedient. These two pas-
sages tell us that Satan is both god
and prince of this world. He di-
rects the minds of those who are
not alert to the righteous ways of
God.

To the righteous, Peter has an
urgent word of caution, “Be sober,
be vigilant; because your adver-
sary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour: whom resist sted-
fast in the faith...” (I Peter 5:
8, 9).

Christians must be sober. Let’s
shake ourselves out of our drow-
siness. Let's be awake. Let's be
wise. Let’s be children of light;
children of obedience. While Sa-
tan may be god of this earth, we
have been converted from servi-
tude to the devil to the service of
God.

The Bible’s teachings forbid sin-
ning. How is that for basics? A
statement as elementary as this
may be laughable. Why waste
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space declaring the Bible’s opposi-
tion to sin?

It matters not whether this truth
is considered to be profound. It
matters whether it is believed
at all.

“My little children, these things
write I unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous: and he is the
propitiation for our sins: and not
for our’s only, but also for the sins
of the whole world. And here-
by we do know that we know
him, if we keep his command-
ments. He that saith, I know him,
and keepeth not his command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him” (I John 2:1-4).

Along with these verses consid-
er the passage found in I John
3:4-6, “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin
is the transgression of the law. And
ve know that he was manifested
to take away our sins; and in him
is no sin. Whosoever abideth in
him sinneth not: whosoever sin-
neth hath not seen him, neither
known him.”

The simple statement that the
Bible is against sin carries surpris-
ingly great impact! Dont take
it lightly. The same Bible identi-
fies sin as transgression of God’s
law. The same Bible says that
if we know Him we keep His
commandments. The same Bible
says that those who have the Son
abiding in them do not sin. They
do not transgress God’s law.

What does this have to do with
the sagging morals all over the
world? Everything. Decline in
good morals and increased sinning
are two sides of the same coin.
Rightcous living is obeying God’s
laws. l.oose morals come from a
disregard for God’s commands.

What the people of any coun-
try need—is a newly awakened re-
gard for God’s commandments. I
speak of the Ten Commandments.
They form the cornerstone of any
well-regulated and  well-disci-
plined society. They deserve our
attention.

It was a sad day when the in-
ventions of man decided that the

Ten Commandments are no long-
er enjoined. They are firmly and
incontrovertibly based on God’s
Word. Their observance is still
mandatory. It was indeed a sad
day when the Ten Commandments
were declared passé; that they are
part of some Old Testament, some
old, expired Covenant; that they
were nailed to the cross. ;

The Ten Commandments are
still God’s moral and spiritual law.
Some understand that the min-
istrv and death of Jesus did away
with the need to observe the Ten
Commandments. If that is your be-
lief, T refer you to Matthew 5:17.
Jesus declared, “Think not that I
am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets: I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfill.”

Jesus cautions us not to even
think that He came to destroy the
law. In spite of these words, some
think that Jesus came to destroy
the law! I think that He DID NOT
destroy the law.

Continuing with verses 18-20,
“For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled.
Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall
be called the least in the kingdom
of heaven: but whosoever shall do
and teach them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of
heaven. For I say unto you, That
except vour righteousness shall ex-
ceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in
no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven.”

Undue adherence to tradition
caused the Pharisees to break the
Ten Commandments. For an ex-
ample of this, note Matthew 15:1-
9. “But he answered and said unto
them, Why do ye also transgress
the commandment of God by your
tradition?” (verse 3). If we al-
low our traditions to cause trans-
gression of the commandments of
God, how can our righteousness
exceed that of the scribes and
Pharisees? Jesus said that unless
it does, there is no way that we
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can enter the kingdom of heaven.

» As you continue your study of
the remainder of Matthew 5,
please note verses 21, 22, 27-32.
These passages contain direct
quotes from the Ten Command-
ments. By no means is Jesus sug-
gesting they expired. To the con-
trary, He amplifies and magnifies
them by insisting that not only
must our deeds be free of trans-
gression, but our very thoughts
must carry out the spirit of the Ten
Commandments.

These teachings of Jesus are in
perfect harmony with the terms
of the New Covenant, described in
II Corinthians 3 and Hebrews 8:
9, 10. God’s laws, formerly written

on tables of stone, are now writ-
ten on our minds and hearts.

Those who have God’s Ten Com-
mandments written on their minds
and hearts will not lie, steal, bear
false witness, commit adultery, or
any such sins. Instead, their minds
and hearts move them to obey
the wishes of a concerned and lov-
ing God.

These are days in which every
Christian needs to know where he
stands. It is not a good witness to
uphold a command one day and
transgress it the mnext. Lets
make a clear and distinct sound so
that our God and our neighbors
will know what tune we are play-
ing.

Peace in the Mideast?

The world watches with interest
the steps toward peace that have
been taken by Egypt and Israel
through the efforts of the Secretary
of State of the United States. This
turn of events is certainly most un-
usual when we consider the tension
and war-like conditions that have
existed between these nations ever
since the nation of Israel was es-

tablished.

Whether or not this move will re-
sult in a bonafide atmosphere of
peace remains to be seen. It could,
for Ezekiel speaks of a peaceful con-
dition for the people of Israel be-
fore the great battle of Armageddon
takes place. He says, “Therefore,
son of man, prophesy and say unto
Gog, Thus saith the Lord God; In
that day when my people of Israel
dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know
it?” (Ezekiel 38:14).

Opposition to peace by the Arab
nations is still very strong, and there
are powerful forces within Egypt who
do not favor the present turn of
events, but President Anwar Sadat
of Egypt is making a bold attempt
to effect an atmosphere of peace. We
wish to quote a portion of a news
item from the WUP news agency, lo-
cated in the United Nations, regard-
ing President Sadat’s new role and
some of the problems he faces.

“Something very strange is hap-
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pening in the ancient land of the
Pharaohs—something tantamount to a
‘bloodless” revolution which has
brought President Sadat greater pres-
tige and added strength in the face
of pro-Libyan, pro-Israel and pro-
Syrian elements within the country.

“According to a reliable source
here at the UN, it was the disengage-
ment pact with Israel through Mr.
Kissinger's mediation that led to a
climax of a ‘power struggle’ in the
Egyptian ruling hierarchy resulting
in Sadat’s determination to rid him-
self of those elements who, in their
fanatical zeal not to have any deal-
ings with Israel at all, sought to set
up ‘a state within a state’ in a sort
of clandestine opposition to Sadat.

“Among those in the ‘opposition’
were a number of strongly pro-Soviet
leaders in both the government and
in the press. To them, there was only
one answer to the Middle East di-
lemma, a battle-cry heard in Lybia,
Iraq and Syria, namely, ‘death for
Israel.

“President Sadat, fully recognizing
the peril facing him and the efforts
he had exerted with Secretary of
State Kissinger in bringing about a
first-step settlement with the Jewish
State, lost no time in doing what he
must do. Simulanteously with his an-
nouncement of the decision to ini-
tiate a liberalization program on the

home front—the clearing of the Suez,
the re-building of the cities along the
Canal and the revival of the count-
try’s economic life with the view to
improving the lot of the poor and
their educational possibilities—Sadat
released from prison a number of pro-
Western Egyptians, including the not-
ed publisher Mustapha Amin, and at
the same time ousted one of the most
powerful figures in Egyptian life, the
famed editor of Al Ahram, Moham-
med Hassanein Haykal.

“From all this it becomes clear
that President Sadat has successfully
overcome a ‘bloodless revolution’ and
as a result, has gained in both pres-
tige and power both at home and in
most of the countries abroad.

“The big question before us now
is: will Sadat rise to the occasion
and not allow himself to be influ-
enced by the fanatical feudal rulers
of the other Arab states? The coming
months will give us the answer to
this question.”

In another release from WUP, Da-
vid Horowitz, the UN correspondent,
had this to say about the situation:

“Although the Egyptians, in the
main, are Moslems, they are, in ac-
tuality, not Arabs despite the fact
that they consider themselves part of
the so-called “Arab Nations.” And,
even as Moslems, there are very few
fanatics among them. Hence most
Egyptians * view with disdain such
leaders as Qaddafi of Libya and
Faisal of Saudi Arabia, both of whom
—along with the Syrians and Iraqis—
want to see the utter destruction of
Israel.

“King Faisal's hatred of Israel goes
far beyond the political. It is an in-
nate enmity such as was vented in
Bible days by Esau for Jacob, or by
Amalak for Moses and the Israel- .
ites. In both cases murder was in
the heart of the enemy. In a recent
statement, Faisal bared his dark soul
when he charged that the Jews had
‘been accursed by God’ and for this
reason they ‘have no right to Jerusa-
lem. ™

Yassir Arafat, leader of the Pales-
tine guerillas, seems to approve of
President Sadat’s policy of peace.
This has led to a split in the Arab
guerrilla movement, one faction of
which has asked that Arafat be re-
moved from power.

Mideast leaders are obviously not
in accord on policy. Therefore, no
one can accurately predict the next
moves, but we may be assured the
hand of God is evident, and His plan
will be carried out.
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by Ray L. Straub

Put God First

(Second in a Series on the Ten Commandments)

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”’

F ew people seem to know the
precise Biblical definition of sin.
This definition of sin is found in
I John 3:4, “Whosoever commit-
teth sin transgresseth also the law:
for sin is the transgression of the
law.” There it is! It’s not difficult
to remember. Every Christian
ought to be able to give this an-
swer in immediate response to an
inquiry about the Bible’s defini-
tion of sin. SIN IS THE TRANS-
GRESSION OF THE LAW,

What law? It doesn’t matter,
When one transgresses any wvalid
law, he commits an infraction
against that law. A sin against
God would be a transgression of
God’s law.

God gave man Ten Command-
ments. These are a moral and spir-
itual law by which godly men
guide their lives. They are good
and effective. If respected, they
produce a well-ordered people.

The first of the Ten Command-
ments says, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.” Tt com-
mands that God’s children proper-
ly arrange their priorities.

This commandment does not
seek to persuade anyone that God
exists. It speaks to those who al-
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ready know He is. While this ob-
servation hardly staggers the intel-
lect, I assure you that it represents
a challenge!

Since the commandment speaks
to those who are already aware
of the existence of God Almighty,
the dramatic truth surfaces that
TO KNOW GOD IS NOT
ENOUGH. God must occupy first
place in our loves and lives. He
must have the pre-eminence. He
must be Ruler. His Word must be
first and last.

You say you believe in God?
That's good. But, it's not good
enough. The devils also believe.
They do more. They tremble!
That’s more than some church at-
tenders do. That's because the
devil is more aware of the conse-
quences of sin than many men
seem to be.

God doesnt hope Hell have
first place in our lives. He demands
it. If you claim to be godly, you
must give His Will priority—or
you are not godly.

The first commandment calls at-
tention to our list of priorities.
Who comes first in our lives? The
answer should be “God.” If that is
an honest answer, the first com-

mandment is being obeyed. If God
is not first, your list of priorities
needs amending.

I Corinthians 10 lists some of
the weaknesses that showed
through the spiritual character of
the nation, Israel. They lusted af-
ter evil things. They were idola-
ters. They were preoccupied with
satisfying their appetities, wanting
only to eat, drink and play. They
were immoral. They grumbled con-
stantly.

Without justice, there is no
righteousness. Since God is right-
eous, He is also just. When justice
was administered Israel suffered
sorely.

This nation’s experiences are
given as an example. Man is fickle.
He has a way of loving God with
abandon one day and hardly ac-
knowledging His existence the
next. Giving God priority is a way
of life; not an impulse. Discipline
must be built on a persuasion. To
have a happy flash over a fleet-
ing spiritual inspiration is not
enough. Serving God is a voca-
tion; not a lark.

Is man still fickle with his devo-
tion today? Yes, he is. He still
manages to find an altar at church
upon which he verbally places
“his all” in service to his God.
Then he leaves church and never
thinks about his “dedication” until
all distractions have subsided.

How many worship the god of
pleasure? Does' the God of heaw-
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en, the Creator of heaven and
earth, receive as much of our de-
votioh as does the god of pleasure?
Which comes first, pleasure or wor-
ship? We may not have the cour-
age to answer honestly, but God
knows.

One wonders whether to be hurt
or amused at how much church
programs suffer during the sum-
mer. I recognize that hard-working
people need a vacation, and those
who have opportunity to go de-
serve the privilege. How many
hard-working people also need to
have every week-end off to go
camping, or to indulge in some
other pleasure. To indulge, they
miss church.

Hard-working people may need
pleasure, but hard-working people
also need to worship and give
thanks to God. They need the God
of heaven more than they need the
pleasure god. If one can enjoy
both worship and pleasure, why
not? But, if a choice must be
made it will be made on the basis
of which god has priority.

We are so pleasure oriented that
the morals of this country are
sagging terribly. Homes are brok-
en, lives ruined, fortunes lost, and
health is fading because we are
thirsting without satisfaction for
pleasure.

How about the god of materi-
alism? We enjoy our beautiful
homes, nice automobiles, gorgeous
furniture, fashionable clothing and
sparkling jewelry. Hardly can we
get along without them. To se-
cure and hold these possessions we
work two jobs, extend our working
hours; run more, rest less — and
hardly get to church.

The only laughing some people
get is when they go to the bank.
Their lives are dedicated to se-
curing a paycheck. They need
more; they earn more; they buy
more; then they need more! How
often do you miss church because
you are too tired to go? If that
happens at all, it happens too of-
ten] You need God more than
goods.

We enjoy more material posses-
sions than ever. Despite this, the
very structure of our culture is
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more fragile than we have known
it to be in decades. No one trusts
anyone. Little wonder, few seem
to deserve it. Shortages threaten.
We cant have everything we
want, when we want it, or in as
much quantity as we want. We dis-
cover that our god of materialism
has feet of clay. He is not all-
powerful. He is not all-wise. He
cannot save, even though we
thought he could. He is weak. The
god of materialism will fail and
die among his worshipers.

God help us to look beyond dedi-
cation to accumulation. There is
a God in heaven who deserves and
demands our first allegiance.
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look
full in His wonderful face, and
the things of earth will grow
strangely dim in the light of His
glory and grace.” :

Another god who gets more at-
tention than he deserves is the god
of self. This is a selfserving age.
The question right at the top of
many a criterion is “what’s in it
for me?” If we like it, count us
in. Nothing could hold us back.
If we don't like it, count us out.
We don't care to hear about it.

In giving our worship and ador-
ation to the god of self, we have
lost our self-worth. Service to the
god of self has brought on ugly
dispositions, moodiness, discourte-
sies, and other indignities.

How many people are stagger-
ing about trying to “find them-
selves?” Doesn’t that sound like
an intelligent activity—to look for
oneself; to try to discover one-
self? All of this kind of verbiage
by pseudo-intellectuals, pseudo-

Soul Vision
by Roy Z. Kemp

God’s loving arm encircles me,

And all that I am meant to be

Will be accomplished and fulfilled,

And knowing this, my heart is
thrilled.

The spark divine within my being

Permits a vision thal’s far-seeing.

My life’s complete and free and
whole; .

I have a vision of the soul.

philosophers, pseudo-psychologists,
and writers of soap operas are the
vain babblings of the god of self.

Wise people dont look for
themselves. They look for some-
thing good to do with themselves.
That's where worth is, We are a
kind of creature who functions best
when we function in behalf of
something or someone, This is why
people find peace and joy when
they find God. He gives them pur-
pose, and that is the essence of
life — to have purpose, to live in
harmony with time, people and
God.

Those who serve the god of self,
serve an unwise, weak, and unre-
warding god. He can do nothing
about anything for anyone, but
he has many followers.

The god of self craves attention.
To get it, he sends his followers
through all kinds of obnoxious be-
havior. They are loud. They are
brash. They are demanding. They
cannot survive unnoticed. What a
cruel and unwise god is this god
of self. He has a way of drawing
out the worst in people.

There is the god of the status
quo. Some people can see no dif-
ference between change and sin.
They think that what has always
been will always be right. They
want everything the same always,
because to change is to sin.

They contend that with God
there is no variableness nor shad-
ow of turning. There is such a
text, but such application is out
of context. The almighty God is
not found in the staid. He relates.
He is more than history. He lives,
loves, and bestows today. He is
not sameness; He is Personality.

How do we give God priority?
We do this by obeying Him; by
doing what He says. “To obey is
better than sacrifice.” Some are
religious, but they don’t worship
God. They are beholden to tradi-
tions, to history, to extra-Biblical
beliefs. They do not know the
word, attitude and personality of
God.

Read the Bible, It’s God’s Word.
Give God first place in your life,
and sanction this dedication
through Bible study.
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by Ray L. Straub

Ours is a Jealous God

(Third in a Series on the Ten Commandments)

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me; and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments” (Exodus 20:

4-6).

The second of the Ten Com-
mandments forbids that we make
an image or likeness of anything
for purposes of worship. The first
commandment establishes God’s
priority. The second dema)nids ex-
clusivism. i RSy

This commandment gives an
important characteristic of God.
He is jealous. Quite openly, this
is the reason given for the com-
mandment.
- While one could hardly equate
this aspect of God’s personality to
the “green monster” experienced by
insecure humans, there are like-
nesses. The word “ealousy” here
implies an intense, possessive con-
cern.

Among others, one reason we
resent jealousy is because we don’t
like to feel owned by another.
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Man wants to be independent; free
to make his own choices and to
run his own course. This is why
we feel intimidated by the sug-
gestion that we are the possession
of another.

No matter how undesirable the

- circumstance of one person being

owned by another, it is true that
the Christian is owned by his Fa-
ther in heaven. “What? know ye
not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which is in
you, which ye have of God, and
ve are not your own? for ye are
bought with a price...” Paul
stated this in I Corinthians 6:19
and 20. He continued, “Therefore
glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.”
There is no doubt about the mean-
ing of this passage. We belong to

God. He bought us. He owns us
and is possessively concerned
about us. He is a jealous God. He
does not share His children with
other gods.

That’s reasonable, Our God is
without comparison. There is none
like Him. Those who know Him
refute the possibility that there
could be any other god worthy
of worship or adoration.

Paul described Him to philos-
ophers on Mars” hill. “God . . . made
the world and all things therein,
seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, [He] dwelleth not in
temples made with hands; neither
is worshipped with men’s hands,
as though he needed any thing,
seeing he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things; and hath
made of one blood all nations of
men for to dwell on all the face of
the earth, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and
bounds of their habitation....”

“For in him we live, and move,
and have our being: as certain also
of your own poets have said, For
we are also his offspring. Foras-
much then as we are the offspring
of God, we ought not to think that
the Godhead is like unto gold, or
silver, or stone, graven by art and
man’s device” (Acts 17:24). How
could such a God allow His wor-
shipers to share Him with gods
that are the product of man? He
will not.

It is considered by some that
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this second commandment is a pro-
hibition against having any kind
of likeness in the home, church or
elsewhere. For this reason they
will not have photographs or paint-
ings hanging in their homes, nor
will they carry them in wallets,
purses, or albums.

This belief is not new. There
was also a time in the history of
Israel when any likeness was dis-
allowed. Israel had her fill of idol-
atry under the oppression of Anti-
ochus Epiphanes. They reacted
strongly; hence, the regulation
that they were to have no like-
nesses.

Pictures are not the only kind
of likenesses in existence. Likeness-
es are provided by verbal descrip-
tions, sounds, dramatizations. Je-
sus, Himself, introduced many of
His parables by saying, “The
kingdom of heaven is LIKE UN-
PG = -

In the decoration of the tab-
ernacle and in the construction of
the magnificent temple in Jeru-
salem, there were images engraven.
Oxen were made to hold a basin.
Cherubims spread wings over the
mercy seat, and quite a lengthy
list of other likenesses adorned
both the temple and the cloth-
ing of the priests. Since they were
commanded by God through
Moses, they could hardly be con-
sidered a violation of the second
commandment,

Here the commandment is spe-
cific. We should not make graven
images nor likenesses for use as
objects of worship. In fact, the
commandment forbids that we
bow down to them.

The second  commandment
speaks out against the occult. This
involves a worship of the created
instead of the Creator. God repu-
diated belief in or involvement
with any such practice. There is
nothing innocent about placing
faith in witcheraft, including at-
tempts to tell fortunes by reading
the stars, as with astrology.

I hear people justifying their
giving attention and consideration
to astrological formations for these
purposes. These are part of God’s
creation, and the discovery of cer-
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tain formations in the skies with
their effects in the affairs of men
is supposedly mere discovery of
the ways and laws of God. Not
true! Astrology is among ancient
practices that have always been
opposed to the ways of God. They
remain so. God is not pleased
when we share worship with oth-
r “gods,” even though they may
be part of His creation.

When Moses and Aaron ap-
peared before Pharaoh on an early
visit, Aaron threw down his rod
and it became a serpent. Pharaoh
commanded that his magicians do
the same. Theirs also turned into
serpents. The serpent transformed
from Aaron’s rod swallowed up
all of the others. When taking
the snake by the tail it turned
back into a rod.

This episode is symbolic of the
lack of tolerance God has for de-
votion to the occult. God is dis-
pleased when we attempt to look
to other sources for superhuman
powers.

Acts 19, verses 12-30 report an
interesting incident involving a
man and his sons who practiced
exorcism. For variety, apparently,
these sons of Sceva called some
who were possessed of devils, and
they commanded the devils to
leave in the name of “Jesus whom
Paul preacheth.”

0 _sm' there is forgweness
, You may be born anew;
our sm&l may live forever;

The devils responded by say-
ing, “Jesus I know, and Paul I
know; but who are yeP” These
devils immediately jumped upon
the exorcists, and outbattled them.
The injured were seen fleeing the
house naked and wounded. What
a disgrace!

The reaction to this was inter-
esting. A great many of the towns-
people went home to get their
books dealing with magic arts and
built a sizeable, impressive bonfire
with them. The flames digested
several thousand dollars worth of
books.

God will not be shared. When
He is claimed, other gods must
go!

The second commandment is
concerned about our attitude in
worship. The first commandment
speaks directly about whom we
worship. The second has interest
in how we worship.

There are those who in their
worship lean heavily on ritual—
some of it real ancient. Members
of a church in Scotland were
known to bow before a certain
spot. on the wall of their church
building. None could explain why.
It was a matter of having al-
ways done it, and they were con-
tinuing to do it. Later they had
reason to give the wall a good

(Continued on page 23)
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Jerome himself held that the
books not included in the Hebrew
Bible were to be classified as apoc-
ryphal. The Church of England re-
gards their use as helpful to the
spiritual life, but are not to be
used to prove any point of doc-
trine.

The Palestinian Jews held that
to be canonical a book must have
been written in Hebrew, and with-
in a certain time limit. This time
limit was from the time of Moses
to the time of Artaxerxes Longi-
manus of Persia, the Ahasuerus of
the Book of Esther.

The Apocryphal books were not
quoted by Jesus nor the Aposties.
The Jewish Canon was not finally
settled till near the end of the first
century of the Christian Era, and
this was done at the Rabbinical
Council of Jamnia in 90 A.D. in
Palestine.

e R — e

OURS IS A JEALOUS GOD
(Continued from page 11)

cleaning. On that spot they dis-
covered a Roman Catholic Ma-
donna. This explained why tra-
ditionally the people always knelt
before this certain spot. The wor-
shipers had been following the
strange habit for no reason known
to anyone there, and even though
the madonna was not part of their
liturgy.

Many of our church rituals have
about as much justification. We
do things that have always been
done. We don't understand why
other than it has always been
done.

One hears the remark, “The old
ways are the best.” Anyone with
thinking capacity will recognize
this generalization to be untrue
and unpracticed. The last man I
heard quote this drove a recent-
model, fancy automobile. In this
respect, his ways weren't as old
as mine! Why didn’t his preference
for older ways find him demand-
ing that we exchange cars! Mine
was older. It should have been
better! Obviously, he didnt be-
lieve his own generalization. 1
suppose he liked older-style hair-
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dos on young men, but not older
cars. The old ways are not the
best. The better ways are best,
whether old or new.

There are those who piously pro-
nounce post mortems over some
dying church. They are impressed
with and devoted to a certain
ritual of the church. When they
imagine this activity or influence
is leaving, their church is dying.

Jesus told a Samaritan woman
that she and her people wor-
shiped they knew not what (John
4:22). This comment would prob-
ably be appropriate for many to-
day. We worship at length, with
sacrifice and dedication, but we
dont know what.

In our worship, God should be
felt. Tt is He Whose goodness we
extol. It is His Presence we
want. It is in the name of God
that we come. The service should
have a feeling of His Presence,
His love, His Power, His goodness.

Bowing down to man-made gods
brings nothing of value. Bowing
down in conformity to ritual and
little else, brings us as much—
nothing, Bowing our heads in sub-
mission to a God Who owns us,
loves us, is concerned about us,
and cares for us is worth every-
thing.

——————

ANTICHRISTS AND DECEPTION
(Continued from page 7)

come in the flesh. This is a de-
ceiver and an antichrist” (II John
i)

Man’s search for himself will
end in disaster if we don’t stop
laughing and get busy! If man is
failing to get answers in his own
way where can we turn? Jeremiah
17:10 says, “I the Lord search the
heart, I try the reins, even to
give every man according to his
ways, and according to the fruit
of his doing.” The Lord searches!
Not man! We can do nothing, but
will fail unless God is allowed to
do the conquering.

How about you? Are you con-
quered? Or, are you still a prob-
lem to God? We must allow God
to fully reign in our lives if we

are going to reach others. This
“religious awakening” is very evi-
dent and is growing. This decep-
tion through “religion” is dragging
thousands to their death. Awake,
Church of God (7th Day), and
start conquering men for Christ!

DAD, MOM, AND THE
CHILDREN

(Continued from page 4)

wisdom: but a child left to himself
bringeth his mother to shame.”

Fathers, must more be said con-
cerning the proper punishment
of your child? But also be discreet
in the wisdom of God by knowing
the proper use of such discipline.
The Bible does warn fathers not
to provoke their children to wrath
in Ephesians 6:4. In other words,
have a purpose, and a valid one at
that, for the corrective measures
vou take.

Now there are many things that
could be mentioned here concern-
ing proper punishment as to the
time, place, and mode and for
what reasons, but time and space
would not allow for it.

Do keep these precepts and com-
mandments in mind that have been
mentioned, and remember that
your relationship with your wife
and children is to be the same
as God’s relationship with Christ
and the church. You have pre-
cious souls within your con-
trol. “For whom the Lord loveth
He correcteth; even as a father the
son in whom he delighteth” (Prov-
erbs 3:12).

The Energetic Father

A good father will be interested
in his children both in their
spiritual lives and in their physical
well-being. When they are young
read them Bible stories, tell them
about Christ’s love, speak to them
of their responsibility in God’s
church, and show them the proper
example.

He will also be interested in
their school work, in their play
(whether or not he likes doll
houses, baseball, or badminton),
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by Ray L. Straub

Reverence for

God’s Name

(Fourth in a Series on the Ten Commandments)

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain; for the Lord will not hold him guililess that tak-
eth his name in vain” (Exodus 20:7).

The rebirth of a strong moral
sense is a crucial worldwide need.
From many pulpits strong voic-
es proclaim it is impossible to
keep the Ten Commandments. If
this were true, why does the Bi-
ble teach that baptism symbolizes
the burial of the man of sin? If
it is impossible to keep the Ten
Commandments, how can man live
righteously? If it is impossible to
keep the Ten Commandments, how
can one overcome the world? Why
are we warned that we will be
judged by this law of liberty?

Only the sinful nature cannot
observe the Ten Commandments.
The carnal mind cannot subject
itself to the law of God.

When we are born again, we
become a spiritual creature. “That
which is born of the flesh is flesh:
and that which is born of the Spir-
it is spirit” (John 3:6). Those who
are born of the Spirit have spirit-
ual discernment. In Romans 7:14,
Paul identifies the law of God to
be spiritual. The person who ex-
periences a spiritual birth devel-
ops spiritual discernment. He is
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qualified to observe a spiritual law.

The observation that it is im-
possible to keep the Ten Com-
mandments is true of the carnal
man. It is not true of the Spir-
itual man. The sinner is governed
by the law of sin and death. He
cannot keep the commandments,
The child of God is free of this
law of sin and death. He lives
righteously.

The third commandment says,
“Thou shalt not take the name
of the Lord, thy God, in vain; for
the Lord will not hold him guilt-
less that taketh His name in vain.”

This commandment directly pro-
hibits perjury. When offering le-
gal testimony, the name of God
is often invoked to vouch for the
truthfulness of the testimony.
When one speaks, having sworn
by the name of God that he is tell-
ing the truth, he is, in a sense,
stating that God Himself will cor-
roborate the testimony. It offers
God as a silent, unseen witness. In
this circumstance, speaking an un-
truth identifies God with falsehood.
God will not countenance such a

desecration of His name. None
can be held guiltless who invokes
the name of God as a witness to
truth and then falsifies. This is a
grievous Ssin.

In Matthew 5:34, Jesus advised
that we should not swear at all.
He said our communication should
be yea, yea, and nay, nay, “...for
whatsoever is more than these com-
eth of evil”

Christians must speak responsi-
bly. Our words must ring true.
God’s children observe accurately,
report truthfully, speak deliberate-
ly, communicate honestly, and re-
flect consistently.

A legal contract assures enforce-
ment by a third party in the event
that one of the two principals de-
faults. It was the attitude of Jesus
that among Christians there should
be no necessity for protection by
third party intervention to enforce
an agreement. Ideally, in the fel-
lowship of believers, contracts
should be unnecessary. Unfortu-
nately, we often lack what it takes
to abide by ideals.

The third commandment is also
prohibition of profanity. It com-
mands that we must not pronounce
the names of diety, except in a re-
spectful and sacred sense. Many
use names of God and Jesus as
curse words.

Cursing used to be the shameful
domain of men, carried on out of
earshot of women and children.
Today humans of all ages and sex-

BIBLE ADVOCATE



es indulge in this unclean, dim-
witted talk.

Blue language shows up on
movie screens and flows right into
the living room through television.
Some curse to enact strength and
toughness. There is something
strong about a garbage truck, too!

The use of profanity betrays a
lack of strength or a lack of intel-
ligence—likely both. It doesn’t mat-
ter how accomplished the speaker
may fancy himself to be, his use
of profanity is undignified, vulgar,
dim-witted and = undisciplined.
Whether in a college classroom, an
airplane, a ditch- or a garbage
dump, profanity betrays a lack of
good breeding that can in no sense
be reconciled to maturity, manner-
liness, polish, or regard for your
fellow-man or yvour God.

The Bible says out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth
speaks. Our words divulge what
is in our hearts. Some hearts could
use a transplant!

The third commandment invokes
reverence, There is something awe-
some about the presence of God.
One who knows God recognizes
this. When God spoke to Moses at
the burning bush, Moses was asked
to take off his shoes. He stood on
holy ground. When the splendid
temple built by King Solomon was
dedicated the glory of the Lord
filled the building. None could
minister due to this imposing Pres-
ence. This is the nature of God.
When He is present it is awe-in-
spiring.

Appropriately, our - invocation
prayers request the presence of
the heavenly Father in our wor-
ship and study. This prayer is of-
fered in faith. It will be answered
if we are ready by attitude and
action to recognize and honor that
Presence. He is invited with ap-
propriate behavior.

Children need to be taught this.
Failing to discipline our young to
react properly to the presence of
God is to fail to acquaint them
with His nature.

There is a word here for adults,
t00. Too often members of the old-
er set carry on conversation during
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worship. How consistent is it to
bow our heads and say “amen” to
the invocation prayer, beseeching
God’s Presence, only to misbehave
during the services? Rigidly dis-
allowing any kind of communica-
tion or expression is unnecessary.
God is not a grouch, but He is
certainly worthy of profound re-
spect.

Sleeping in church fails to re-
flect an acceptable degree of rev-
erence. Sleep in church does not
come from lack of rest. It is ha-
bitual. Those who sleep in church
do so constantly. Such persons are
inattentive—crudely displaying dis-
interest and spiritual anemia.

Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and

~ know that T am God: I will be

exalted among the brethren, T will
be exalted in the earth.” Ah, yes.
That’s our Almighty God, and
that's how we approach Him.
The third commandment is a
warning against the self-defeating
practice of hvpocrisy. To experi-

ence salvation is to become part
of the family of God. As a church,
we use the name, “Church of God,”
a practice we consider consistent
with that of the early church. Paul
wrote to “churches of God.” He
advised the elders at Ephesus to
feed the “church of God.” He
counseled the Corinthians not to
offend Jew, Gentile, or the “church
of God.” Certain churches listed
in the Revelation were commended
because they held fast God’s name.

The third commandment tells
us not to take His name in vain.
If we testify to having established
a relationship with God, we must
react responsibly. God deserves our
dedication, allegiance, consecra-
tion. The Christian is a serious
fellow. He is a convert. His per-
sonal sacrifice must be acceptable
to God. His mind is renewed. He
proves what is that good and ac-
ceptable and perfect will of God.
He studies to shew himself ap-
proved.

Light is not a‘ppremat’ed until one is ]eft in complete darkness;
the ability to see is taken for granted but when a person is blinded
he realizes the greatness of vision.

Solomon said, “Truly the light is sweet and a pleasant thing
it is for the eyes to behold the sun: but if a man live many years,
and rejoice in them all; yet Iet ‘him remember the days of darkness;

for they shall be many..

(Eccles_last&s 1t . 8)-

Light has many ;meaningsﬂ to us. Literally, light is necessary
that we may be able to know where we are going. Light is necessary
to our health, and is necessary to make the vegetation of the earth
grow. We might well say, “Light is life.”

Light is life in the spiritual sense as well. Speaking of Jesus,

it was said,

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men”
(John 1:4). Jesus said of himself,

..I am the light of the world:

he that followeth me shall not Waik' in darkness, but shall have the

light of life” (John 8:12).

Everyone has expenenced literal darkness and its frustratwns ;
and the same truth is evident concerning spiritual darkness. Often
we do not know where to go, nor do we know how to find the way to
better things. The answer can only be found in letting Jesus be the |
light to guide us. His light means as much t& us as the hght of the-

- sun means to our physical needs.
: P!at& sald ‘nght is the shadow of God

i
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by Ray L. Straub

The Sabbath
of God

(Fifth in a series on the Ten Commandments)

““Remember the Sabbath Day to Keep it Holy”’
(Exodus20:8).

P eople appear confused about
where they stand regarding their
obligation to observe the Ten Com-
mandments. On one hand they
hear these commandments were
part of the Old Covenant; that
they are now passé. On the other
hand, they hear the Bible quoted
to warn against cursing, idolatry,
stealing, killing, lying, committing
adultery, and envying.

They hear the Ten Command-
ments were for the Jews, but they
are told that they must respect
another man’s life, wife, name,
and possessions.

This is a paradox. When all of
the high-sounding theological ver-
biage and the ecclesiastical .plati-
tudes clear away, one finds him-
self having hatched a contradic-
tion.

Preaching against the Ten Com-
mandments is not really aimed at
doing away with the Ten Com-
mandments. Teachings against all
of the commandments intend to

do away with but one of them.
It's a drastic approach, but there
is no alternative. The command-
ment that seems so distasteful is
the fourth.

The fourth commandment is
unique. It opens with the word
“Remember.” This word offers
strong prophetic implications. God
seems to have known this would
be the commandment that men
would forget. It has turned out
exactly that way.

God said, “Remember.” Remem-
ber what?

“Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labour, and do all thy work: but
the seventh day is the sabbath of
the Lord thy God: in it thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant,
nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates: for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rest-
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ed the seventh day: wherefore the
Lord blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it” (Exodus 20:8-11).

This commandment gives the
reason why God wants us to ob-
serve the Sabbath. We keep the
Sabbath holy because this is the
day upon which God rested after
completing the creation. Observ-
ing the Sabbath is recognizing
God’s creative power and work.

God created all things. The uni-
verse is not the product of un-
explainable circumstance or some
kind of slow moving accident. The
earth, and all things therein; the
heaven, and all things therein re-
flect the handiwork of God. We
who believe in God as the Cre-
ator, observe the Sabbath in re-
sponse to, and as an expression
of, this belief.

Some suggest God is satisfied if
we rest one day in seven; that it
matters little which of the seven
we regard as our day of rest. The
seventh-day Sabbath was set apart
in honor of God’s creative power,
because He rested then. It was
that seventh day upon which God
rested that He sanctified, and that
should now be kept holy—accord-
ing to the terms of the command-
ment.

God sanctified no other day of
the week. He sanctified only the
seventh. This point is made ob-
vious by noting that this is the
day the Israelites continued to re-
gard as their day of worship—the
same day that this ancient culture
observes today.

Observances of the seventh-day
Sabbath did not begin when the
Ten Commandments were given
at Mt. Sinai. The Ten Command-
ments confirmed the practice of
sabbath observance, but they did
not initiate it.

God demanded respect for the
Sabbath when He provided man-
na from heaven in the wilderness.

During the week, God offered one

day’s supply at a time. Surplus
amounts spoiled. On the sixth day
the Israelites were to gather
enough manna for two days. There
would be none available on the
seventh day. Those who failed to
heed instructions found themselves
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without manna on the Sabbath.
God observed His own law.

The Book of Nehemiah reports
the return of Israel and Judah
from captivity. The temple was re-
constructed and Jerusalem was re-
built.

Nehemiah noted there was much
trading going on in Jerusalem on
Sabbath. Work continued as usual.
He put a stop to it, warning that
such behavior would only lead to
repeated reprisals from God. Busi-
ness activity within the city on
Sabbath was stopped. Merchants
were then seen outside the city
walls, waiting for the Sabbath to
pass and for business activity to
resume. The loiterers were cleared

away on the Sabbath. Observance
of the fourth commandment was
fully restored.

“If thou turn away thy foot from
the sabbath, from doing thy pleas-
ure on my holy day; and call the
sabbath a delight, the holy of the
Lord, honourable; and shalt hon-
our him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleas-
ure, nor speaking thine own words:
then shalt thou delight thyself in
the Lord; and T will cause thee to
ride upon the high places of the
earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob thy father: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spok-
en it” (Isaiah 58:13, 14).

On the Sabbath we should lay
aside our own interests, pursuits,
recreation, and turn our attention
to the Lord—to delight in Him.
God will respond to this move by

uplifting us and causing us to ex-
perience His incomparable good-
ness. He said so. We can depend
on it.

So far comment has been offered
on passages of the Old Testament.
This does not satisfy those who
want a New Testament position
concerning the Sabbath,

In Matthew 12:1-13, Jesus and
His disciples were involved in ac-
tivities on the Sabbath which drew
criticism from the Pharisees. Please
note carefully the manner by
which Jesus vindicated His dis-
ciples. Going through a field, they
took corn and ate it. Jesus justi-
fied this—not by suggesting He
was bringing in a new order—
but by referring to similar Old
Testament circumstances.

He insisted that the activity fell
within the boundaries of what was
allowable by law. Jesus did not
acknowledge He was breaking the
law regarding Sabbath observance.
To the contrary, He insisted that
the activities were proper and met
the law’s requirements. Note His
words in verse 12, the latter part,
“Wherefore IT IS LAWFUL to do
well on the sabbath days.”

In Matthew 19:16-22, we read
about cne who came to Jesus, ask-
ing the most important of all ques-
tions, “What good thing shall I
do, that T may have eternal life?”

Please reflect on the impact of
this question. What kind of in-
quiry could be more profound?
How would Jesus, the Son of
God answer this crucial inquiry?

Jesus said, “If thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments.”
He quoted from the Ten Com-
mandments. He referred to half
of them. While He did not speci-
fically quote the fourth, there is
no question but what the com-
mand to observe the Sabbath was
part of the law Jesus asked this
man to observe. He made no ex-
ceptions. His respect for this law
of God was intact without change
Or compromise.

Jesus customarily entered the
synagogue on the Sabbath day.
Some suggest this was a matter
of conforming to Jewish regula-

(Continued on page 21)
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Is the desire for authority and
power a human failing of today?
It surely is! In fact, it is one of
the most obvious of mankind’s
shortcomings! The desire to stand
out as a leader or an officer in the
community, in the social gather-
ings, or regular employment is

very common,

'~ Sometimes there may even be
a desire for pre-eminence in the
church. May all be careful to as-
sure that his actions are motivated
only by the call of God.

Leadership is not sinful, and
some must be leaders. In fact,
in one sense all of God’s children
are to exercise a spirit of lead-
ership, for the Christian’s life
should be an example of leader-
ship to bring others to Christ.

The temptation that is being
warned against is the temptation
of trying to gain predominance
over others in order to satisfy
one’s own ego and gain a position
of -honor among fellow associates.
True leadership is a service to
those who need help and should
be exercised with this thought in
mind.

Jesus terminated His discussion
with the tempter by saying, “...
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and him only shalt thou
serve” (Matthew 4:10).

Man’s adversary is very crafty.
In his efforts to beguile the Lord,
he was very subtle—he even used
Scriptures to prove his point.

Will he do less today? To be
sure, Christians may be certain
that he will attack with every pos-
sible means and in the way which
is least expected.

Is it any wonder that Paul ad-
monished the Corinthian church,
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong”?

Everyone admires a winner—a
winner who triumphs honestly and
humbly. All respect the person
who holds to a worthy purpose,
even in the face of the most try-
ing opposition, and is successful
in his endeavor.

‘God, too, is pleased with such
people, and He gives special re-
gard to the people who are the
most faithful in carrying out His
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will. It means much to be count-
ed as His trusted co-worker!

“For we are labourers together
with God: ye are God’s husbandry,
ve are God’s building” (I Corin-
thians 3:9).

e EE——

STEADFAST IN THE FAITH
(Continued from page 5)

agement. The blood of  Jesus
Christ was long ago offered in our
behalf. The Holy Spirit is plead-
ing, tugging at our heart-strings.

But the decision must be our
own. Having once decided, how-
ever, that come what may, we
shall cut loose from sin to serve
the living God, all powers of heav-
en are then placed at our dispos-
al to assure us a glorious victory.

Jesus is coming soon to gather
unto  Himself all who have en-
trusted themselves to Him, and to
His Father. Today, while He lin-
gers, why not avail yourself of
God’s infinite mercy? It is danger-
ous to delay.

Satan is watching for your soul
to destroy it, but God is also watch-
ing out for you that you might
be saved. Turn from the devil

and all his evil ways unto the
God Who loves you and gave
His only begotten Son for you.

Cast vour lot with Him and let
Him help you overcome. Let Him
establish you in the ways of right-
cousness. Take your place by the
side of others in the army of the
Lord. There is a crown of life
to be won. “

— - —

THE SABBATH OF GOD
(Continued from page 9)

tions. Perhaps. But, do you read
where Jesus did any sacrificing?
any presenting of gifts at the al-
tar of the temple? taking any vows
peculiar to Jewish religion?

Note the pattern of worship by
the leaders of the early church.
Worship and preaching of God’s
Word took place on Sabbath in
Acts, chapters 13, 16, 17, 18. Ob-
serve that these instances of wor-
ship involved both Jews and Gen-
tiles. Evidence of worship on no
other day compares to the fre-
quency with which the gospel was
preached and men of God wor-
shiped on the Sabbath, in accord-
ance with the fourth of the Ten
Commandments,

Don't Forget to Pray

by Nancy C. Logan

When you are tired and weary
At the end of the closing day,
Don’t be in such a hurry
That you forget to pray.

Don't forget to always pray

At evening, morn, and midday,

Be true as Daniel in every way

And kneel down on your knees to pray.

Think of the joy Paul and Silas found
While singing praises in prison bound.
We all should sing to God each day
And kneel down on our knees to pray.
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The Commandment With Promise

Ray L. Straub

W ith tongue-in-cheek, the fifth commandment has
been labeled the boldest of all commandments. “How
dare anyone address Junior that way!”

This commandment says, “Honour thy father and
thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”

It is noteworthy that the fifth commandment, open-
ing the segment of the decalogue which deals with
interpersonal relationship is directed toward the
family. What is it that begins at home?

Lots of things! They say charity begins at home.
So does patience, self-control, a sense of respect and
appreciation, courtesy, and a reli-
gious sense—just to list a few. Healthy
attitudes, spirits and bodies are built
in good homes.

Ephesians 6:2 identifies this as the
“first commandment with promise.”
Therein lies its importance. If this
fifth commandment is obeyed, it will
go well with us, and we will live
long on the earth. Paul pronounces
an important and logical truth here.

Those who know most should have
the most to say. Their words should
be authoritative. Learning is a val-
uable, strengthening, life-giving ex-
pericnce. This is why a knowledge of
history is meaningful. Through learn-
ing there is a chance that past mis-
takes will not be repeated. There is
possibility of building on the infor-
mation gathered by previous genera-
tions.

Parents should be honored because
they are older. They have had more
opportunity to learn practical and
meaningful lessons. They are more
visionary and less impulsive.

Honoring parents is honoring
knowledge and experience. Honoring
parents is honoring love and concern
for ourselves because that is what
parents have for us. In a normal, God-
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directed home, there are none who love and care for
us more than our parents.

It is interesting to note certain agreement among
behavior-watchers that the greater maturity is ex-
pressed by the child who finds his home situation
comfortable and prefers it to getting out on his own.
It is the more immature youth who feels that he
must leave the shadows of his parents to exert his
own individuality, who has to make it on his own.

How strange! We had always thought the opposite.
We thought that the younger a person was when he
left home, the more maturity he reflected. Not so! The
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maturc youth respects the greater
experience of his parents. His self-
assurance allows him to remain
in surroundings that breed learn-
ing, love and respect.

Middle-aged children who find
it difficult to untic mama’s apron
strings arc not referred to here.
Some parents obviously find it
difficult to distinguish between lov-
ing and doting.

Much has been said in recent
vears about the twisted priorities
of the establishment. Because our
people have such overly developed
appetites to accumulate and sur-
pass, many youth have chosen to
drop out of intense competition
and retreat to more simple living.

Our values and priorities are
questionable.  Stupid  things  are
done to try to get ahead. When we
think we are getting somewhere,
we find that we are more miser-
able than ever. We can’t give our
vouth a sense of direction, because
we ‘get nowhere ourselves. T must
admit that in many, many ways
one can’t blame the young for not
wanting what we have. What good
has it done us?

On the other hand, a rejection
of wrong attitudes must be re-
sponsible.  Otherwise, it quickly
adds to the problem instéad of pro-
viding solutions. Nothing is accom-
plished by withdrawal. Nothing is
helped by dirt and stink. Running
away is not getting anywhere. If
life is wasted, what does it matter
how? What good can come through
provoking fear? Fear incapacitates.
The fearful are of no help to any-
one. )

Wrong attitudes must be cor-
rected by the exercise of respon-
sibility. A man who is sick should
seck healing as the better alter-
native to finding a place to die in
agony. I am critical of the society
who worships possessions, but 1
certainly find no comfort in those
who have nothing more to offer
than their eyesight and mutterings.

Those who think that values can
be regained through political pres-
sure are engaging in fantasy. The
politician is the product of evolv-
ing attitude. He’s not a thermostat,
he’s a thermometer. He's not a
hammer, he’s the anvil. He’s not a
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salmon who swims upstream; he's
a cork that floats wherever exist-
ing forces take him. He doesn’t
change anything, he reflects
change.

Improvements are made in the
home. If we want to move into
a better direction, we will have
to make that move at home, fash-
ioning attitudes, priorities and
loves there, What we lost, we lost
at home. It will be found through
the respect of children for their
parents.

Some parents are honored more
easily than others, but a parent
must be worthy of honor. How
may this be done?

One way is to recognize the
dignity of the persons living with
us. They have a right to be treat-
ed with love and respect. The
master-slave  relationship  is  not
impressive nor does it deserve re-
spect. Some  children know  their
homes to be the place where their
parents eat, sleep, and do battle.

Some justify the infighting be-
fore their children by suggesting
that offspring nced to be ex-
posed to the realities of life. But
love and patience, kindness and
understanding,  tenderness  and
compassion are realities, too. These
are what they need to sec in the
home. Other “realities” can be seen
elsewhere. The world is rough and
non-caring. The home ought to be
a sanctuary from the bumps and
strains experienced on  the out-
side.

The Bible tells fathers  they
should not provoke their children
to anger. This has to do with teas-
ing—the kind that is emotionally
harmtul. There are parents who
tantalize their children to the brink
of hysteria. This is senseless, waste-
ful and ungodly.

Children have a right to expect
discipline in the home. They are
testy. They want to know the lim-
its of parental toleration. The wise
parents will explain limits care-
fully and enforce conscientiously.
It is the parent’s responsibility to
control his offsnring. Children who
are nat controlled in the home nev-
er develop mu~h self-control.

Home is the plaze to leamm good
habits, make good friends, be ex-
posed to good influences. There
should be guidance there. A par-
ent should be open-minded, but
not cmpty-headed. He ought to
listen. At the same time, he should
realize he is being talked to be-
causc a wise and studied reaction
is sought and expected.

Parents need to give their chil-
dren time. You may have plenty
of funds and may be providing
your children with the best of pos-
sessions and tutors. It is good to
have qualified teachers and ma-
terial comfort. It is necessary to
have parents. A parent cannot del-
egate the responsibility of giving
of himself to his children.

If members of a familv honor
cach other, God is there. and so
are His promises.

GIVING

A little boy as he started for Sabbath school one morning was given
two nickels. He was told to put one nickel in the Sabbath school collec-
tion and he could have the other nickel for himself to buy some gum or

candy.

Part of the way took him on a board walk where there were some
cracks between the boards. As he was going along and playing with the
coins, he dropped one and it went rolling down the crack where it was
hopelessly irretrievable. When he realized he could not recover it, he
stood up and sighed and said: “Well, there goes the Lord’s nickel!”

Are we sometimes like that litde fellow? Do we satisfy ourselves
first and give the Lord what is left? Or possibly forget Him altogether?
We who really love the Lord should heed the injunction in I Corinthians
16:2, “Let everyone of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered

him.”—Nouw.
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by Ray L. Straub

(Seventh in a Series on the Ten Commandments.)

The sixth commandment affirms
the value of human life. In John
10:10 Jesus said, “...I am come
that they might have life. and that
they might have it more abundant-
ly.”

The value of life was demon-
strated at the beginning of man’s
history. It was offered as a re-
ward for obedience to God. The
punishment for disobedience was
loss of life. Way back then. man
lacked sufficient awareness to ful-
ly appreciate the most precious of
all godly gifts—the privilege to
live.

After their expulsion from the
the Garden of Eden, the first fami-
ly ran into conflict. The older son
murdered the younger. God asked
Cain what happened to his broth-
er. Cain denied that he was re-
sponsible for his brother’s welfare.
God said that Abels blood was
crying to Him from the ground.
Life-blood had been spilled, and
God was displeased.

Noah found grace in the eyes
of the Lord. He and his family es-
caped the destructive flood. When
the waters receded and Noah left
the ark, God gave him several im-
portant principles to sustain life
and order. “Whoso sheddeth man’s
blood, by man shall his blood be
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shed: for in the image of God
made he man” (Genesis 9:6).

The nation, Israel, lived by the
principle of an eye for an eye and
a tooth for a tooth. Those who de-
liberately took a life lost their own.
In the event of accidental homi-
cide. one could escape to a city
of refuge where the circumstances
surrounding the accident were re-
viewed. If guilt was apparent, the
fugitive would be returned for
execution. If evidence determined
that the loss of life was accidental.
the defendant was allowed to re-
main in the city of refuge until
the death of the high priest. after
which he was allowed to go back
to his own home without fear of
punishment.

A strict interpretation of the
commandment against killing is
used to establish the principle of
pacificism—the refusal to partici-
pate in warfare by being part of
the military. This is a misapplica-
tion. The sixth commandment does
not offer commentary on the prin-
ciple of pacificism. God allowed
man to eat flesh. which necessitates
killing, and He commanded devas-
tating destruction of human life
during the warfare between the
Jews and their enemies. In neither
case did God command a trans-

gression of one of the Ten Com-
mandments.

There is no mistaking the truth
that Jesus taught pacificism. Noth-
ing is taught more clearly in the
Sermon on the Mount than the
practice of passive resistance.

While there may be a clear line
drawn between the killing of hu-
mans while engaged in warfare,
and the outright murder of a neigh-
bor, this line is certainly less clear
when we grasp the spiritual im-
plications of the commandment
that prohibits murder.

Under the Old Covenant, these
laws were studied, and men were
disciplined to obey them. If a man
obeyed the law he was not pun-
ished. If he was caught in trans-
gression, he suffered reprisal

Under the New Covenant, these
laws are written onto our minds
and hearts, Now discipline is not
the product of external enforce-
ment. Rather, our inner motiva-
tion prompts righteousness. Be-
fore, men were made to keep the
Ten Commandments. Now born-
again saints find commandment-
keeping is part of the godly na-
ture.

Here is Jesus” commentary on
this matter. found in Matthew 5:
21. 22, “Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not kill; and whosoever shall
kill shall be in danger of the judg-
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ment: but I say unto vou, That
whosoever is angry with his broth-
er without a cause shall be in dan-
ger of the judgment; and whoso-
ever shall say to his brother, Raca
shall be in danger of the council:
but whosoever shall say, Thou fool,
shall be in danger of hell fire.”

The word “raca” has to do with
vanity or emptiness. A modern sub-
stitute would be the word “stupid.”

Jesus’ warning was severe. He
suggested that if we are angry at
our brother for no good reason; if
we call him “stupid” or a “fool,”
we will be found seriously want-
ing in judgment. Was Jesus just
presenting unrealistic, super-human
goals here? The goals are super-
human, but not unrealistic.

Jesus is citing a basic change in-
herent in the New Covenant. Un-
reasonable resentment and the la-
beling of a person as “fool” spring
from feelings of aggression. Pres-
ent in enough intensity, they may
lead to bodily assault, Jesus is at-
tacking the passion behind the
crime of murder. In a spiritual dis-
pensation, the sinful spirit is as
wrong as the sinful deed.

While the writings of the law
necessarily  differentiate between
murder and killing, when it comes
to interpersonal relationships, the
law of the spirit finds little dif-
ference. The passions behind both
deeds are much the same. When
one becomes a partaker of the Di-
vine nature, he shares Divine ap-
preciation for the sacredness of
life.

The Christian must speak out
in defense of life. The abortion mill
transgresses the principles of God
that uphold life’s sacredness. Con-
ception may result from careless-
ness or immorality. The gift of life
is not arbitrarily nor foolishly
granted. Man may devaluate the
gift of the acquisition of life to
the level of his own morality, but
such sloppy attitudes result in cul-
tural suicide. This is only the be-
ginning of further arbitrary deci-
sions that permit one man to snuff
out the life of another. God has
not given man that option.

I confess to having at one time
considered abortion to be solely
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a medical problem. This half-truth
was an evasion of the responsibility
to defend the sacredness of life
that produced the commandment
which prohibits killing. One would
have to question either the intelli-
gence or integrity of a society that
is conscience-stricken about em-
ploving warfare as a means to re-
duce population, but then turns
to smothering life in the wombs
of its women.

A happy people enjoys life, Tt
protects itself from those who treat
it carelessly. Lack of regard for
life brings agony and sorrow.

Give thought to how large a seg-
ment of our people are entertained
and amused by the slaying of
others. For relaxation we watch
violence. Our heroes kill the kill-
ers. We go to bed and sleep well
because some movie has angered
us and then has given revenge by

proxy. There is something wrong
with those who find their heroes
in men who handle weapons of de-
struction like we handle dinner-
ware at the table.

It is the nature of a Christian
people—of a happy people, to love
life and to love others. It is their
nature to be forgiving, gentle, pa-
tient, tenderhearted. It is the na-
ture of a Christian to use feelings
of anger to bring about wholesome
change. He never uses his anger to
harm or destroy others.

The Christian avoids hatred as
he avoids the spilling of blood. He
avoids emotional clashes like he
avoids physical confrontation. He
controls situations instead of being
controlled by destructive forces.
Life comes to those who know
where they can find it, and it is
retained by those who know how
to appreciate and keep it

No Time for God

I have no time to give my Lord today,
There are a multitude of things to do —

I have no time to read His Word or pray,
I am so busy. Is it thus with you?

When you are called upon to help or serve

Or work or worship or be found in prayer,
Are you too busy for the house of God,

But you find time for many things elsewhere?

Perhaps you have observed—though pressed for time,
That those things which you really want to do,
Are given favored place in all your plans,
But God finds not the time, which is His due.

There is not time for everything ’tis true,
And you and I must therefore make a choice
Between the things the world calls us to do
And those in which we hear the Spirit's voice.

If there be first a willing heart to do
Whate’er the Holy Spirit has to say,

Then first things will come first, and there will be
Sufficient time to work, to read, to pray.

Robert E. Nicholas in Now.
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T e ——

The seventh commandment says,
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.”
It upholds the sacredness of mar-
riage. A good marriage is struc-
tured on and held together by
trust. The act of adultery attacks
that trust.

When God created man, He ob-
served that man needed a mate.
From Adam’s rib He fashioned a
woman and presented her to man.
Adam observed, “This is now bone
of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.”

We have a description of mar-
riage in Genesis 2:24, “Therefore
shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one
flesh.”

This message makes it clear that
marriage is part of God’s plan for
mankind, It is appropriate that a
man and a woman establish a home
and help each other.

Marriage is the highest of hu-
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man relationships. When two peo-
ple join together, their first alle-
giance belongs to each other. It
takes precedence over all others.

There are couples who cohabit
without the commitment of mar-
riage. They think they have been
liberated from obsolete principles
dictating that one live with his mar-
riage partner for life. Without mar-
riage they feel free to go as they
please. “After all,” they say, “isnt
marriage more than just a piece of
paper?”

Yes, marriage is more than a
piece of paper. It is AN HONOR-
ABLE COMMITMENT recorded
on a piece of paper. It puts into
the record the choice of a mate
for life. It gives public testimony
of a determination to demonstrate
mutual faithfulness through every
time and circumstance as long as
both partners live. That piece of
paper is for the responsible.

Pity the immature, the misguid-
ed, the irresponsible who cannot
put honorable intentions on paper.
Selfishly, they enter a relationship
that belongs to the unselfish, the
caring, the concerned. Blindly, they
demand that others risk emotional
hurt and scarring to satisfy base
appetites and desires of emotional

Marriage

weaklings. They timidly approach
adult responsibility by leaving a
back door open for cowardly es-
cape.

Marriage brings about a union
of mind and spirit. The Bible calls
it “one flesh.” Ephesians 5:28 ad-
vises, “So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that
loveth his wife loveth himself. For
no man ever yet hated his own
flesh: but nourisheth and cherish-
eth it, even as the Lord the
church.” The language is plain. We
must treat our mates as well as we
treat our own flesh.

In line with this, the Bible teach-
es that illicit sexual activity is an as-
sault on our own bodies. “Flee for-
nication. Every sin that a man do-
cth is without the body; but he
that committeth fornication sin-
neth against his own body” (I Co-
rinthians 6:18).

Jesus told us what it means for
two people to become one flesh.
“Wherefore they are no more
twain, but one flesh. What there-
fore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder” (Matthew
19:6). The message here is clear
and uncomplicated.

The only way to enter marriage
honorably is to enter it with no
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[ Demands

other thought in mind but that it is
to last a lifetime. To marry under
any other pretense is fraud. That’s
no way to treat someone you are
supposed to love! When one mar-
ries, he should resolve that this
marriage will last as long as both
partners live,

They become one flesh by the
design of God. Man has no author-
ity to separate what in God’s eyes
belongs together.

While the seventh command-
ment expressly forbids commit-
ting adultery, it also speaks out
against the act of fornication. Some
believe the commandment does not
expressly forbid such, but it does.

Good marriages are based upon
a mutual trust between partners
in a marriage. When that faith is
lost, the marriage is in jeopardy.
Pre-marital sex undermines this
trust. It demonstrates compromise,
even though engaged in between
prospective marriage partners. In-
dulgence in sex is reserved for the
married; to those who are complete-
ly committed to each other for
better or for worse.

The reason is obvious. Children
are produced by sexual activity.
While we may not seek and respect
high standards, our children de-
serve better. They deserve to have
a mother, father, and home. They
deserve an example in responsibil-
ity, the experience of parental love,
the security that cannot be given
by the flighty. The use of the pill
and other birth preventives do not
nullify this concern.
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Responsibility

Look out, voung lady, for the
line, “If you love me you'll go all
the way...” Be sure to put some
distance between yourself and such
hypocrisy. Your good company is
being invaded by a charlatan who
knows nothing about love. He is
hungrily finding someone who will
satisfy his own appetite. He’s not
in love with you,

Here is what love is. Love suf-
fers long. It's kind. It does not
behave itself unseemly. It does not
seek its own gratification. It
thinks no evil; does not rejoice in
iniquity. Love bears all things; en-
dures all things. Is that self-in-
dulgent, sex-minded boyfriend of
yours really talking about love?
You know better!

Most young people have strong
ideas about what constitutes good
behavior for vouth. They know how
they would like their own teen-age
son or daughter to act—how they
should respond when compromise
threatens. It is good to think about
how we would like for our chil-
dren to behave when we evaluate
our own behavior.

The seventh commandment
sounds out a stern warning against
a sex-oriented society. Physical at-
traction is given as motive for buy-
ing milk, soft drinks, tooth paste,
cars, shaving materials, clothing,
cigars, and breath fresheners—to
name a few.

It seems that everyone watching
television is supposed to be anxious
to start kissing and keep progres-
sing! The dull-witted watcher may

not remember that these aggressive
clinging, squeezing models are put-
ing on an act for some money
and not at all because the product
is even worth mentioning.

Too many movies, novels, maga-
zines, television programs, adver-
tisements promote lust. Jesus told
us in Matthew 5:27 and 28 to get
it out of our minds!

People speak out with increasing
freedom about the activities of
couples who are swingers. This
term suggests a type of party where
couples exchange mates and have
sex.

Recently, a local newspaper car-
ried rather detailed information

. about the life and activity of those

who engage in such activity. The
consensus of those involved was
that it neither helped nor hurt
a marriage. Some thought it
strengthened  theirs, but there
seemed to be no real basis upon
which to definitely conclude such.

What nonsense! How can you
hurt or help something that isn’t?
People who have to wander out-
side the home to find sexual grati-
fication through philandering have
no marriage.

One who had previously been
swinging divorced her husband, re-
married, and was hoping that her
new husband would never find out
about her previous loose morals.
Why? Some expressed fear that
they might meet other members of
their church at one of their orgies.
How embarrassing]!

(Continued on page 27)
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DEATH AND THE
RESURRECTION

(Confinued from page 24)

more, Amen; and have the keys
of hell [hades, the grave] and of
death” (Revelation 1:18). He shall
vet use those keys and all that are
in their graves shall hear His voice
and come forth to inherit the King-
dom prepared for them from the
foundation of the world.
—Reprinted from a tract.

—————

MARRIAGE DEMANDS
RESPONSIBILITY

(Continued from page 9)

God gave us the seventh com-
mandment which says, “Thou shalt
not commit adultery.” Sexual re-
lations are to be engaged in by
people who are married to each
other and NO ONE ELSE.

Do you suppose we can retain
any- kind of good relationship with
God when we attempt to do away
with this commandment by dis-
obeying it? Never! Do you suppose
that we can retain any kind of
good relationship with God when
we choose to promiscuously please
our sexual appetites instead of
Him? Never!

Children of God need tc affirm
the truth that cleanliness is de-
sirable. We need to forget the no-
tion that chastity and faithfulness
mean bondage, as some warped
minds would have us believe. Sin
is not liberation; it’s suicide.

Children of God need to affirm
that cleanliness is possible. We
need to develop and retain habits
that demonstrate our principles.
Our language needs to be clean;
our thoughts and actions need to
be disciplined. God makes such
living worthwhile. He makes His
presence felt in a good marriage; &
with Him there is no emptiness. Le*
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ADDRESS CHANGE?

Has your address changed recently? Or will it change
within the next eight weeks? If you have an address
change, please fill in the lines on the right, then cut
off the lower portion of this cover, making sure that you
include the old address label on the back side, and mail
it to Bible Advocate Press, P. O. Box 2370, Denve:,
Colorado B0201.
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by Ray L. Straub

The Right to Possess and Manage

(Ninth in a series on the Ten Commandments)

The Ten Commandments offer
protection of man’s basic rights.
The sixth commandment enjoins
a respect for life; the seventh for-
bids outside influence to tamper
with marriages; and the eighth af-
firms a man’s right to accumulate,
retain and manage his possessions.

It has always been a challenge
for man to hold and distribute his
holdings. He tends to be greedy
and insatiable when it comes to
accumulating possessions. No eco-
nomic system is ideal. Because man
is faulty, so his systems are faulty.

Material wealth was once mostly
controlled by the royal families.
On the other hand, cultures have
attempted to distribute their wealth
to all the people. The state as-
sumed responsibility for its dis-
tribution. Both approaches are
laden with problems.

The early church began with
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the latter economic arrangement.
As converts were won to the Gos-
pel, those with holdings sold them
and presented the proceeds to the
apostles, and later to the seven
deacons. Distribution was made as
fairly as possible. At first it seemed
to work.

It wasn’t long, though, beforé

there was complaint about inequal-
ities. Few people want AS MUCH
AS their neighbor. They cannot
feel satisfied until they have just
a bit more. The practice of having

all things in common didn’t work.

It seems apparent that ‘the best
economic system is to reward in
proportion to the amount of value
a man has to offer. If he provides
what many others do, his offering
is not in as much demand, and his
value diminishes. If he is skilled,
such as few men are, or if he is
inventive, filling certain needs, his

greater value receives greater com-
pensation.

This is a simplification of the
concept of supply and demand.
We call it free enterprise. What
one has, whether knowledge, skill,
possessions, or labor, he places it
onto the market and is rewarded
in accordance with its demand.

While this is undoubtedly among
the best of economic systems, it
falls considerably short of being
perfect. Man’s weaknesses cause
restrictions to be imposed by the
state. Each restriction, while pro-
tecting the masses, takes away a
degree of freedom. Little by little
our liberties erode. It is not the
fault of the state that this happens.
The greediness of man provokes it.

Certain problems plague the free
enterprise system. One involves
the amount of profit-sharing that
management owes its workers. The
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employee certainly is worthy ot Lis
hire. The employer must respect
the Wworker’s dignity and compen-
sate fairly. Abuses lead to union-
izing. Abuses on the part of dema-
gogues in unions threaten, rather
than assure, the earning power and
security of the worker. Were con-
scientious value rewarded for labor
given, many problems would not
exist. Because one man does not
adequately regard the possessions
of another, abuses and restrictions
come. We need to obey God
eommand not to steal.

Another form of stealing is
through misleading advertising, An
open market invites promotion of
products. Because of unwarranted
exaggerations and misrepresenta-
tions by advertisers in promoting
their products, few of us take ad-
vertisers seriously,

It is too bad we have come to
take for granted that claims made
by promoters are hardly to be
taken seriously. To misrepresent
a product is to lack respect for
others. God wants us to honestly
respect the rights of others to cor-
rectly manage their possessions. To
be dishonest is to steal, and God
will deal with such behavior.

The free enterprise system
tempts lawmakers to legislate re-
strictions and allowances favorable
to them. It is often reported that
officials receive bribes, and other-
wise turn their backs on activity
that is directly or indirectly self-
serving and self-rewarding.

These abuses are not new. It
was years ago when a man ob-
served that if you steal $200.00 you
go to jail, but if you steal a rail-
road you go to Congress! Whether
the observation is accurate leaves
grave doubt, but it comments on
the temptation of public officials
to serve their own interests in
regulating commerce.,

The eighth commandment in-
sists that we retain a respect for
the right of another to have what
is his. For too many, stealing has
become a way of life. There are
areas of this country where it is
impossible to purchase theft in-
surance because the probability of
having possessions stolen is too
apparent.
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Hardly would it be accurate to
conclude that poverty is the sole
motive for stealing. People steal
because they have not learned that
another man’s right to retain his
possessions  deserves respect.

The greatest value a parent can
give his child is the ability to do
without. Because of other preoc-
cupations, parents often indulge
their children by giving them any-
thing they want. Rather than con-
tend with the nagging and the
temper tantrums, father or mother
simply gives in. Some of these
children run through life thinking
that by some method or another,
they may have whatever they set
their hearts to get. They would
have been so much better off if
somewhere along the line they
had learned to do without.

This is an age when we nced
a new appreciation for honesty. Too
often we have to be on guard
against those who persist in ac-
cumulating no matter how illegiti-
mate the means to do so. It sounds
strange, but it would be preferable
to lose in a shady business deal
than to perpetrate one. It is bet-
ter to be cheated than to cheat
others. We lose much in thesc
“good deals” where we think we
have dealt shrewdly.

Christians pay their bills. Nat-
urally, many have financial short-
ages. Perhaps they cannot be as
prompt as their creditors would
wish. Some have means to pay a
legitimate bill, but either they
choose to retain their money, or
they spend it lavishly in other areas
while their creditors are left wait-
ing. Where we owe a legitimate
bill, we should be paying it with
consistency and honesty,

While T offer commentary on
the command that says, “Thou shalt
not steal,” it is appropriate that a
few remarks be directed toward
our relationship with God.

In Job 1:21, we read Job’s ob-
servation that, ... the Lord gave
and the Lord hath taken away
... This came after Job, a once
wealthy man with an  excellent
family, suddenly found that he was
without holdings and alone. Was
he correct in his observation? that
the Lord gives, and the Lord takes
away? We think so. It is in line
with the truth mentioned in Psalms
that the cattle on 1,000 hills are
the Lord’s.

Recognizing this principle, Jacob
enunciated an  agreement  with
God that is found in Genesis 28:
16-22. It was this: if God would
take care of Jacob, the latter would
return a tenth of his income. While
this hardly sounds like overflow-
ing generosity on the part of Ja-
cob, it does establish the concept
behind the principle of tithing.

This gives basis for the question
asked in Malachi 3:8, “Will a man
rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offer-
ings.”

If one agrees that the return
of tithe is acknowledgment of
God’s ownership, it follows quite
logically that failing to tithe is
failure to recognize that owner-
ship. Whether we recognize it or
not, it is God’s. To insist it is ours
with no need to acknowledge God’s
ownership is tantamount to steal-
ing from God.

When Ananias and Sapphira pro-
tessed to give all of the proceeds
from the sale of their holdings to
God, that made them God’s.
When they held back that which
they declared was God’s, they
died immediately. While this story
presents a severe retribution not
always taken by God, it reminds
us that we need to carefully re-
member that these two people had
to give account for misrepresen-
tation of ownership.

OBEDIENCE REQUIRED

God’s promises are conditional: “. . .

If thou wilt walk in my

statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my commandments
to walk in them; then will I perform my word with thee . . .” (I Kings
6:12). This message was given to King Solomon, but the same advice
applies to evervone. God’s standards remain the same.
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The Unruly Member

The ninth commandment says,
“Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbor” (Exo-
dus 20:16). Many can remember
its wording. Few seem to remem-
ber what it means.

The command protects one of
man’s most precious possessions—
his reputation. Some spend nearly
a lifetime amassing a fortune, only
to have most of it taken by fraud,
embezzlement or some other meth-
od of theft. Similarly, men spend a
- lifetime building a good reputation
only to have some irresponsible
tongue maliciously shatter it.

The sixth commandment seeks
to protect a man’s life.

The seventh seeks to hold trust-
worthy the relationship between
husband and wife.

The eighth seeks respect for a
man’s possessions.

The proverb tells us that a good
name is rather to be chosen than
great riches. That good name is
more easily taken away than a
man’s great riches, or his wife, or
his life.

How often Christians give shal-
low, meaningless reassurances that
their gossip is really not gossip.
Too often we hear someone pref-
ace a remark by suggesting. “I
really shouldn’t say this, but...”
and then they proceed to prove
they shouldn’t have! Their opening
line was probably the only truth
spoken.

Justice is structured on truth.
When one is dealt with unfairly
it hurts. The Christian’s life is
structured on the Golden Rule,
which has them treating others the
way they wish to be treated. One
who appreciates fair treatment,
realizes that others do, too. Fair-
ness is established on truth, and
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to keep things fair, only the truth
must be spoken.

Gossip is defined as idle talk
or rumors about others. Some sug-
gest that gossip is synonymous
with slander, serious defamation
of character, determined vilifica-
tion of another’s reputation. They
feel that as long as they keep
their talk short of this, their chat-
ter may be adverse, but neither
harmful nor sinful. That’s wrong.

When the name of a neighbor
hits the tongue, a reputation is
in the speaker’s hands. He does
something with it. Before it is laid
aside, it may be changed in the
esteem of listeners. If one has in-
dulged in idle talk or rumor, he
may think he has burned up a
paper tissue, but he may actually
have burned down a carefully con-
structed building!

Why do we need this command
prohibiting false witness? What is
so hard about refraining from gos-
sip?

Man has certain basic needs. His
carnality suggests some of these
can be satiated by assaulting an-
other’s reputation.

Man seeks attention. In almost
any crowd some person makes a
spectacle of himself. He is loud,
brash, impetuous, unpredictable.
He loves it because it makes oth-
ers notice him. He may be resent-
ed, but he can tolerate resentment
more easily than being ignored.

Not all reflect the need for at-
tention so graphically. However,
some don’t mind holding the at-
tention of others when it comes to
visitation. If descriptions of the
activities of others receive a few
extra “oohs” and “ahh’s” through
coloration and exaggeration, one
is usually willing to continue for

by Ray L. Straub

the reward of extra attention. These
overstatements make good listen-
ing. They keep us stage center,
but not in the center of God’s
will,

Man appreciates the exercise of
power. Promotions often bring in-
creased authority. Financial suc-
cess means economic strength. Man
enjoys it.

Some will never be in positions
of authority, will never enjoy eco-
nomic strength, will never have
bulging muscles, will never de-
velop a proficiency, but they pos-
sess a power. That power lies in
the tongue.

“For in many things we offend
all. If any man offend not in word,
the same is a perfect man, and
able also to bridle the whole body.
Behold, we put bits in the horses’
mouths, that they may obey us;
and we turn about their whole
body. Behold also the ships, which
though thev be so great, and are
driven of fierce winds, yet are they
turned about with a very small
helm, whithersoever the governor
listeth. Even so the tongue is a
little member, and boasteth great
things, Behold, how great a mat-
ter a little fire kindleth!

“And the tongue is a fire, a world
of iniquity: so is the tongue among
our members, that it defileth the
whole body, and setteth on fire
the course of nature; and it is set
on fire of hell. For every kind
of beasts, and of birds, and of ser-
pents, and of things in the sea, is
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tamed, and hath been tamed of
mankind: but the tongue can no
man tame; it is an unruly evil,
full of deadly poison”™ (James 3:
2-8).

The tongue does a better job
at slashing than it does at putting
things together. It bums more
easily than it builds. As a destruc-
tive force it is powerful, and too
many cannot resist using such
power.

Another basic need of man is
acceptance. He is subject to the
agony of loneliness. He suffers ter-
ribly when rejected. Man is social.
He needs to need and be needed.
No healing power known to man
surpasses the effective balm of
love.

But, some cannot easily love,
which usually means they are not
easily loved. They feel they can
win acceptance by eliminating com-
petition. Competitors can be dis-
posed of through ruining reputa-
tions, hoping that the listener will
brush away undesirables, leaving
only the gossiper there to be ac-
cepted. Some feel they can grow
tall by walking over others.
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It is hard to keep our tongues
under control. Many don’t try. God
knows how hard it is to guard
our words, but He insists that we
do it. There are practices that may
help us gain control of the mouth’s
principal and unruly occupant.

First, it helps to cut down on
the volume of our talk. When one
says nothing at all, he gives the
impression he may be unpolished.
When he talks too much, he proves
he is!

Commenting on a scatter-gun
tongue, a man observed, “There
just isn’t that much truth going!”
The more the talk, the greater the
danger of inaccuracies.

Learn how to listen. The ears
of some are sensitized only to
conversational lags that will allow
them to resume their own bab-
blings. They rattle on even though
someone else is talking. We do
best when we get others to talk.
They are more interesting. We be-
come better acquainted, like them
better, and live with ourselves and
others more lovingly.

It is an excellent goal to offer
complimentary observations about

our partner in conversation, about
others, about events, about as much
as we can. Good people reflect
goodness.

We need to mature beyond child-
ish, compulsive criticism. It is easy
to criticize, and too many peo-
ple always do what is easy. Any-
one can complain. Growth in in-
tellect will enable us to criticize
constructively where appropriate,
to give credit where due, and to
remain silent most often.

Our talk should reflect our at-
titude and all circumstances accu-
rately. We must learn to stay with
the facts. It is good to remember
that we will probably be quoted.

Periodically, occasion indicates
that I interview people. I am in-
trigued at the responses to the
question, “Do you mind if I quote
you?” A few give immediate and
full permission. Some would rather
not be quoted. Others immediately
begin amending the quotation. If
we learn to speak as one who will
be quoted, we will develop a re-
newed appreciation for accurate
reporting.

(Continued on page 27)
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Textbook Controversy Rages
in West Virginia Schools

A #fontroversy over the content
of school textbooks has resulted in
violence in southern West Virginia.
Two ministers were arrested, one
of them twice, and 14 others have
also been taken to court. Thou-
sands of coal miners stayed off
their jobs to picket in protest to
the use of these books.

One of the readings in the texts
that stirred controversy was a poem
by Roger McGough, titled, “Mother,
There’s a Strange Man Waiting at
the Door.” It reads:

Mother, there’s a' strange man
waiting at the door

With the familiar sort of face you
feel youve seen before.

Says his name is Jesus

and can we give’im ‘alf a crown

says ’‘e’s run out of miracles

and now ’is luck is down.

Yes, I think ’e is a foreigner;
Egyptian or a Jew.

The school board has consented
to have an 18member citizens’
committee review the textbooks to
decide whether they should be used.

-

THE UNRULY MEMBER
(Continued from page 13)

The wise Christian always re-
members how difficult it is to con-
trol the tongue. He assumes re-
sponsibility for this obligation. He
never gives up. He knows what
problems result when people are
treated unfairly due to false wit-
ness. He knows what a problem
it is to keep people from saying
bad things about others. The Chris-
tian seeks diligently not to be part
of these problems. He wants and
seeks solutions.

With the help of God, through
Bible study, prayer, cheerfulness
and compassion, he uses his tongue
to bring glory to his God, his
family, his community, his church,
his brethren; and thereby, to him-
self.
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Happiness is Knowing
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(Last in a series on the Ten Commandments)

by Ray L. Straub /@ \

What to Want

y 5

The tenth and final commandment in the decalogue offers an ap-
propriate summary. It says, “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s
house. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his man-
servant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing
that is thy neighbours.”

The secret to obeying this commandment is knowing what to
want. The man who disciplines his desires is in control. He is
God’s man, He enjoys happy and fulfilled living. What agony many
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bring upon themselves because
they dont know what is worth
wanting!

To covet is to wish for enviously.
It is desiring what belongs to an-
other inordinately. When our de-
sires are excessive and unrcgulated,
we covet. This displeases God.

The New English Bible gives
this version of Psalm 10:3, “The
wicked man is obsessed with his
own desires, and in his greed gives
wickedness his blessing.”

Some want so badly they don’t
care how they get. They will lie,
steal, break up homes, or murder
to satisfv their uncontrolled de-
sires.

Well-sclected  goals  are  good.
They provide proper motivation.
They allow us to experience ac-
complishment and self-worth. It
is God’s will that we prosper. We
get into difficulty when ill feelings
grow against others because we
consider them to be more advan-
taged.

Jesus illustrated this in His par-
able of the workers in the vineyard
(Matthew 20:1-16). A vineyard-
ist needed some help. Early in the
moming he hired workers, offering
them an amount satisfactory to
the workers. They began work at
6 am.

At about the third hour, or 9
a.m., the owner decided he needed
more help. He engaged others
agreeing to pay whatever was
fair. At noon he recognized a
need for more help. The third group
was also offered whatever was
fair. He hired more at mid-after-
noon, and the final group he hired
at 5 p.m.—one hour before quitting
time. With each of these he agreed
to pay what was fair.

Six o'clock was quitting time.
Payment was made first to those
who came the latest. Each group
received a penny — the amount that
was promised to those hired earliest
in the morning. When those first
hired saw that their wages were
the same as all of the others, they
complained. They wanted to know
why those who had worked but
one hour should be made equal to
those who had worked under the
stress and heat of the entire day.

There seems to be a certain jus-
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tification in this protest. They had
done more work.

The response from the owner
was that he had fulfilled the agree-
ment made at the beginning of the
day. They were paid in accordance
to these terms. Beyond that, the
owner felt that his possessions were
his to use as he wished. If he
liked being more gracious to some
than to others it was his choice.
He was not accountable to the
first group beyond paying what
they had agreed upon.

This parable deals with the
basic emotion that provoked dis-
satisfaction. Had the first group
not known what the others were
paid, they would not have com-
plained. It was the comparison in
wages that was offensive. When
they saw that the others were bet-
ter off than they, complaints flood-
ed in. Envy, or -covetousness
ruined their day.

“For the love of money is the
root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced them-
selves through with many sorrows”
(I Timothy 6:10). In our image-
conscious day, we scramble to out-
run, outdo, and outsmart. We are
irritated by our competition,
wounded by our backsets, and de-
stroved by unfulfilled fantasies.
We love money, but money cannot
return our love. This kind of af-
fection alwavs leaves us empty,
hurt, and blind.

Jesus suggested that we should
“. . . beware of covetousness: for
a man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he
possesseth” (Luke 12:15). That’s
too restrictive for most aggres-
sive, progressive, imaginative, en-
terprising executives. Some are de-
termined to prove that life is what
you have! We push, press, plun-
der so we can eventually be envied.

Too many are saying, “I'm sor-
rv, Jesus, I can’t accept vour phi-
losophy. I will be okay when I
have a better home, a better car,
a better education, better furni-
ture, a better wife, and a greater
bank account.”

We're telling Jesus that, but
weTe wrong, A ledger can be
pulled to the breast and loving-

ly squeezed, but the harder the
book is squeezed, the more it hurts.
Disdain for this truth doesn’t com-
promise its validity. A man’s life
does not —indeed it does not—
consist of the abundance of the
things he possesses. Jesus was right.
If we disagree, we are wrong.
When we learn to want what is
good, we will learn to do good.

The commandment is specific.
It states that we should not covet
our neighbor’s house. That’s hard.
Our friends live in such beauti-
ful homes. Until we have one, we
can't have friends over. We can’t
entertain. We can’t think about the
benefits that we have. We cant
enjoy ourselves in the better homes
of our acquaintances. We are re-
sentful and unhappy.

I find warmth and humanity in
humble homes. Be assured a home
is good where good people reside.
It matters not how elaborate the
structure or furnishing, where
goodness is lacking, the home is un-
impressive.

If God has given you the privi-
lege to sit on a chair, and swing
your feet under a table with food
on it; if you are close enough to
hold the hands of your mate and
children; if you can bow your head
and humbly give God thanks, vou
are wealthy! You have no reason
to covet the possessions of others.
What you have, wealthy peoplc
want. God has been good to you,
and you should know it.

The Commandment says we
should not covet our neighbor’s
wife, King David looked out across
the top of the house next door and
watched his neighbor’s wife bathe.
She was beautiful. David wanted
her. As commander-in-chief, he
sent this woman’s husband to the
front lines in battle. He fell a
casualty, David claimed his widow.

Prophet Nathan came calling. He
told of a wealthy man who had
an abundance of livestock. This
rich man’s neighbor had one lamb
—a family pet. The lamb was fed
by hand, and it would lie warmly
on the laps of children and snooze.

The rich man had guests. In
preparing a meal, his excessive
possessions remained untouched,

(Continucd on page 21)
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established in Deuteronomy 24 and
from the manner in which these
principles are used that a divorce
dissolves a marriage.

Now we understand the terms
“fornication” and “divorce.” We
understand that a divorce dissolves
a marriage. After a “divorce” neith-
er party has a husband or wife un-
til either one or both enter into
a new marriage covenant. We un-
derstand “fornication” (porneia) to
mean any or all illicit sex—un-
chastity,

This leads us to the necessity
of answering the next question:
Can a divorced person remarry?

The nature of divorce — the dis-
solution of the marital relationship
for this one cause —suggests that
the divorced party is eligible to
marry again. In Deuteronomy 24:
2, the Bible plainly states that the
divorced wife “...may go and be
another man’s wife.”

Jesus’ statement in Matthew 3:
32 and 19:9 sustains the right of
remarriage after a divorce. He
does not in either of these two
references suggest that a divorce
prevents the possibility of a re-
marriage.

An analysis of Matthew 19:9 will
support this claim. ©... Whosoever
shall put away his wife, except
it be for fornication, and shall maxr-
ry another, committeth adultery

.. (Matthew 19:9). This state-
ment indicates that it was com-
mon for remarriage to follow a di-
vorce.

In addition, it clearly states that
a divorce obtained for the reason
of fornication exempts the innocent
party from the sin of adultery
when he/she remarries, The ex-
ception clause applies to the remar-
riage portion of Jesus’ statement
in the same manner as it does to
the divorce clause.

No sin is committed when remar-
riage follows a divorce obtained
for the reason of fornication — un-
chastity.

Across the centuries the Bible
and God’s people have stressed the
permanency of marriage. It is the
primary will of God. But at the
same time the discussion of di-
vorce in the Bible and the rights
it extends to those unfortunate
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enough to have the experience
cannot be denied. It is there, not
to encourage divorce or the fail-
ure of marriage, but to identify
God’s attitude and will in the mat-
ter.

The fact that Jesus accepted the
principle of divorce as stated by
Moses and set the record straight
regarding an acceptable reason for
such an action should in no way
be construed as permissiveness.
The opposite is true. It in reality
places a greater burden upon ev-
ery married couple to remember
that they have covenanted together
in marriage to become one flesh
and that relationship may be de-
stroyed, or at best threatened, by
infidelity. Therefore, the vow, “ ..
until death do us part,” has to be
taken serious. Tt is God’s will!

— - ——

HAPPINESS IS KNOWING
WHAT TO WANT

(Continued from page 17)

and he took his poor neighbor’s
one pet lamb and prepared it for
the feast.

David was enraged. He declared
that such a man had to die. Be-
tfore doing so, he would pay back
four times what he had taken so
pitilessly. Nathan told David, that
he, himself — King David — was the
villian of the parable.

Because of the sin David com-
mitted in having Uriah killed so
that he could have his wife, Bath-
sheba, the first baby born to David
and Bathsheba died. David covet-
ed, wanted, took, then suffered
misery for the remainder of his
life. We need to know what is
worth wanting.

“...Give me neither poverty
nor riches; feed me with food con-
venient for me: lest I be full and
deny thee, and say, Who is the
Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal,
and take the name of my God in
vain” (Proverbs 30:8, 9).

“Let your conversation be with-
out covetousness; and be content
with such things as ye have: for he
hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5).

How abundantly wealthy, how
fulfilled. how beautifully well-off is

the man who is content with such
as he has! As he approached the
beggar at the gate called Beautiful,
Peter said, “Silver and gold have
I none, but such as I have give
I thee, in the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”
Silver and gold would have left
the man crippled. The gift of heal-
ing changed his life. He was well.
He jumped and rejoiced all over
the place!

God gives us a chance for release
from the pressures of getting ahead
and accumulating. He says, “Don’i
covet.” That’s a simple formula,
but it works miracles!

—_— gl

THE MESSAGE OF
COLOSSIANS 2

(Continued from page 14)

her devotees pray to Mary instead.
Paul warned against such a prac-
tice in his day, and would be as
eloquent against Maryolotry today
were he here in person.

Summarizing, we find that Paul
warned against anything which
would cause the believer and fol-
lower of Jesus Christ to turn his
eyes and his thoughts elsewhere.
Only Jesus can intercede for us
before the throne of His Father in
heaven. Let us beware of false
teachers and the traditions of men,
neither of which can do us other
than harm. Fix vour eyes upon
Jesus for there is salvation in NO
OTHER.

———————e—— - ——

WHY CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS?
(Continued from page 11)

the right means are used to do so;
but when it involves lying to
them, it is wrong.”

Throughout the year, parents
try to instill into their children
the virtue of truthfulness and even
punish them for telling lies. Then
Christmas time with its Christmas
spirit comes along, and parents be-
gin telling their children the infa-
mous lie about Santa Claus. Is it
any wonder that many of them,
when they grow up and learn the
truth about this myth, begin to
believe God is a myth, too? -
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